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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
This document sets out the policy of the City of Mount Gambier (“Council”) for the 
excavation and reinstatement of road pavement within the Council area.  

 
1.1 SCOPE 

  
 The excavation and reinstatement requirements contained in this Policy apply to roads 

which are maintained by the Council (as defined in Clause 1.2.2 "Council").  All work 
shall conform with this Policy unless otherwise approved by the General Manager City 
Infrastructure or Manager Operations Engineering or their representative. 

 
 This Policy shall be adhered to when excavation along or across any pavement or 

shoulders of roads maintained by the Council is required for service installations, 
relocation of existing services, drainage or other reasons.  The cover to the conduit or 
service specified in the figures does not apply to City of Mount Gambier assets (eg 
lighting conduit) or stormwater drainage. 

 
 Notwithstanding any variation to certain of the requirements which any Government 

Authority (Federal or State) may consider it can exercise by virtue of its own or any 
other enabling legislation with respect to any underground installations, the technical 
and quality standards of roadwork and materials specified herein are the minimum 
acceptable within the meaning of words "make good" or "reinstate" used in such 
legislation. 

 
1.2 DEFINITIONS 

 
1.2.1 General 
 

The definitions given in AS 1348 "Road and Traffic Engineering - Glossary of 
Terms" shall apply to all appropriate wording in this Specification. 

 
1.2.2 Council 
 

"Council" means the City of Mount Gambier (CMG). 
 
1.2.3 General Manager City Infrastructure  
 

"General Manager City Infrastructure" means the General Manager City 
Infrastructure of the City of Mount Gambier. 

 
1.2.4 Manager Operations Engineering  
 

"Manager Operations Engineering" means the Manager Operations 
Engineering of the City of Mount Gambier. 
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1.2.5 DIT 
 

“DIT” means the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure. 
 
1.2.6 Excavator 
 

Excavator means the person, Statutory Authority, Government Department, 
Corporate body or any other organisation (private, State or Federal) responsible 
for the excavation and reinstatement and boring referred to in this Specification. 

 
1.2.7 Minor Programmed Works 
 

Works confined to 1 days duration from commencement to completion in the 
trafficable lanes. 

 
1.2.8 Major Programmed Works 
 

Works exceeding 1 days duration from commencement to completion in the 
trafficable lanes. 

 
1.2.9 Working Day 
 

A working day means a week day from Monday to Friday inclusive that has not 
been designated as a public holiday in the area in which the excavation is being 
undertaken. 

 
1.3 NOTIFICATIONS 

 
1.3.1 CMG Notification 
 

The Excavator shall notify the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering where it carries out excavation on, along or 
across any road pavement or shoulder which is maintained by the Council, in 
accordance with the procedures given below. 

 
These notification requirements also apply to Service Authorities, 
Telecommunication Carriers and Developers and all subcontractors where 
enabling legislation (e.g. Waterworks Act, Sewerage Act, etc.) provides for, or 
where the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering approves otherwise, the quality, supply and placing of the surfacing 
by the Excavator (in accordance with Clause 3.3.7 "Asphalt and Sprayed 
Bituminous Surfacing"). 

 
1.3.2 Minor Programmed Works 
 

The Excavator shall advise the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering of the intention to commence work at least 
5 working days before commencement of excavation in order that regular 
inspections can be made.  Such notification shall include submitting an 
"Alterations to or Works Impacting on a Public Road or Footpath" form (provided 
in Schedule A) with attached Traffic Management Plans that show the location 
of all traffic control devices and proposed times of traffic restrictions. 
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1.3.3 Major Programmed Works 
 

Work shall be in accordance with drawings, specifications and work methods 
submitted to the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering for approval at least 4 weeks prior to commencement 
of the intended work. 

 
The Excavator shall advise the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering of the intention to commence work at least 
3 working days before commencement of excavation in order that regular 
inspections can be made.  Such notification shall include submitting a 
"Alterations to or Works Impacting on a Public Road or Footpath" form (provided 
in Schedule A) with attached Traffic Management Plans that show the location 
of all traffic control devices and proposed times of traffic restrictions. 

 
1.3.4 Emergency Works 
 

Where either the road pavement or shoulder is damaged, or excavation of road 
pavement and shoulder is necessary in emergency circumstances, the 
Excavator shall provide verbal notification to the General Manager City 
Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering, or their representative, 
as soon as practicable after the emergency becomes known, in order that 
regular inspections and arrangements for maintenance period commencement 
can be made. 

 
The Excavator shall submit an "Alterations to or Works Impacting on a Public 
Road or Footpath" form (provided in Schedule A) to the General Manager City 
Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering within 24 hours of the 
emergency occurring. 

 
1.3.5 Public Notification 
 

The Excavator shall provide local businesses and residents with notification of 
possible disruptions that may affect them as a result of the work.  Such 
notification shall be undertaken immediately following the approval of the 
General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering. 

 
1.3.6 Identification of Completed Work Within the Maintenance Period 
 

Within 3 working days of completion of the work, and at any time upon request 
within the maintenance period (as defined in Clause 3.12.1 "Maintenance 
Period"), the Excavator shall supply the General Manager City Infrastructure or 
the Manager Operations Engineering with details, including sketches, size, 
location and date constructed, of the reinstatement. 

 
The maintenance period will commence once the Council has been notified of 
completion of work and an onsite inspection undertaken to prove all 
reinstatement requirements have been met. 
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1.4 SERVICE LOCATION 
 

The Excavator shall arrange for the location of all services prior to commencement of 
saw cutting or excavation. 
 
The Excavator shall determine traffic signal detector loop, traffic signal conduit or 
lighting conduit locations at least 5 days before commencing work by contacting the 
City of Mount Gambier City Infrastructure Department on telephone (08) 8721 2520. 

 
1.5 PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

 
The Excavator shall at all times undertake the work in accordance with the requirements 
of the Environmental Protection Act. 

 
1.6 HAULING OF CABLE THROUGH CONDUIT 

 
Hauling of cables through conduits on roads maintained by the Council shall be 
approved by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering.  A site specific traffic management plan shall be submitted with the request 
for approval. 
 
When hauling of cables through conduits for distances greater than 0.5 km, the traffic 
management plan shall be for each work site. 

 
1.7 SUSPENSION OF WORK 

 
The General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering may 
suspend work performed by any Service Authority, Telecommunications Carrier, 
Developer, Contractor, etc. on roads maintained by the CMG if they are not complying 
with the requirements of this Policy. 
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PART 2 
 

PROVISION FOR TRAFFIC 
 

2.1 GENERAL 
 

Traffic management of any roadworks shall minimise any disruption to the smooth 
flow of traffic, whilst providing a safe work area for those involved in work on the 
trafficked network. 

 
The Excavator shall ensure that any traffic control devices and signs used at the works 
site/area are in accordance with: 

 
Manual of Legal Responsibilities and Technical Requirements for Traffic Control 
Devices Field guide and SA standards for workzone traffic management. 

  
Prior to commencing work on site, the Excavator shall notify the General Manager City 
Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering of the names and telephone 
numbers of personnel for emergency call-outs. 

 
2.2 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

 
2.2.1 General 
 

CMG and it’s representatives, owes no duty to the Excavator to review any 
traffic management plan submitted by the Excavator for errors, omissions or 
compliance with the requirements. 

 
2.2.2 Accreditation for Signing at Roadworks 
 

The Excavator shall ensure that at least one person who is accredited in 
signing at roadworks is on site at all times while work is being carried out. 

 
Accreditation for signing at roadworks can be obtained by successfully 
completing the training course "Work Zone Traffic Management".  A list of 
approved training providers is available from the DIT, telephone 
(08) 8343 2214; or www.DIT.sa.gov.au/standards/tass 

 
 
2.2.3 Contractors Empowered to Erect Speed Limit Signs 
 

Subject to compliance with the conditions contained in the "The Commissioner 
of Highways approval for the temporary use of traffic control devices by 
persons other than Road Authorities" 8 April 2002, the Commissioner of 
Highways has granted approval to persons undertaking road works to 
temporarily install, display, alter, operate or remove specified traffic control 
devices (or cause such action) on a road. 

 
Approval for speed limits that apply when the Excavator is not on site shall be 
sought from the Regional Manager, Eastern DIT 

 
The Excavator shall give 2 weeks’ notice when seeking approval from DIT, 
where speed signs are required where the site is left unoccupied. 
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2.2.4 Traffic Controllers 
 

Traffic controllers or temporary traffic signals shall be used in accordance with 
AS 1742, Part 3 whenever traffic movement is restricted to one lane. 

 
2.2.5 Provision for Pedestrian Traffic 
 

Provision for safe and convenient pedestrian traffic shall be maintained at all 
times. 

 
2.2.6 Provision for Local Traffic 
 

The Excavator shall provide and maintain access to property entrances 
adjoining the works and local traffic throughout the works. 

 
2.3 AUDITS 

 
2.3.1 General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 

Engineering Audits 
 

At regular intervals during the works, the General Manager City Infrastructure 
or the Manager Operations Engineering may undertake audits of signing at 
roadworks. 

 
2.3.2 Records 
 

The Excavator shall maintain accurate records of all traffic management 
activities (including audits). 

 
2.4 WORK ZONE TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 

 
2.4.1 Devices 
 

The Excavator shall supply all necessary Temporary Traffic Control Devices 
such as signs, barriers, bollards, cones and other approved devices.  All 
Temporary Traffic Control Devices shall be located and maintained such that 
they provide the required level of traffic control. 

 
The Excavator shall make allowance to replace devices that become 
ineffective during the course of the works, including those damaged by 
vehicles or vandalism. 

 
2.4.2 Regulatory Devices 
 

The Excavator shall not place or remove, obstruct or conceal, any regulatory 
devices (such as regulatory signs or pavement markings), without the approval 
of the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering. 
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2.4.3 Delineation 
 

The Excavator shall use a combination of control devices in accordance with 
AS 1742, Part 3, Operational Instruction 3.6 "Work Site Traffic Control 
Devices" and Part 242 "Barriers" to provide adequate delineation though the 
works. 
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PART 3 
 

WORK REQUIREMENTS 
 

3.1 EXCAVATION 
 

3.1.1 Trenching Times 
 

Trenching which will affect traffic volumes shall not be carried out between 
7.00 am and 9.00 am or between 4.00 pm and 6.00 pm on peak flow traffic 
lanes unless unavoidable due to emergency circumstances, or otherwise 
approved by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering.  Works shall be organised so as to cause minimal 
disruption to traffic, pedestrians and access to properties at all times.  Only 
complete lanes shall be closed and a minimum of one half of the roadway shall 
remain open to traffic at all times, unless otherwise approved by the General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering. 

 
3.1.2 Traffic Signal Detector Loops 
 

Location of all traffic signal detector loops is required as per Clause 1.4 "Service 
Location" and care shall be taken to prevent damage occurring to such detector 
loops where excavation is to be undertaken in the vicinity of traffic signals.  
Where damage occurs, the Excavator shall inform the General Manager City 
Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering and the cost of repairs 
shall be borne by the Excavator. 

 
3.1.3 Saw Cut 
 

The Excavator shall ensure that all saw cutting is dampened by water to reduce 
dust and that the resultant slurry is collected and disposed of in accordance with 
the requirements of the Environmental Protection Act and not allowed to enter 
stormwater drainage systems or dry out on the road surface. 

 
On completion of reinstatement, the Excavator shall repair any residual saw 
cuts to prevent water ingress into the pavement in accordance with the crack 
sealing requirements as defined in Clause 3.12.3 "Crack Sealing". 

 
(a) Asphalt Surfaced Roads 
 
 The trench shall be saw cut to the full depth of the existing asphalt surface.  

Where cement stabilised pavement exists, the pavement shall be saw cut 
to the full depth, or a minimum cut depth of 200 mm, whichever is the lesser, 
to minimise damage to the surrounding pavement. 

 
(b) Sprayed Bituminous Surfaced Roads 
 
 The trench shall be saw cut to the full depth of the existing sprayed 

bituminous surface. 
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(c) The saw cutting of the existing asphalt or sprayed bituminous surface shall 

be at 100 mm outside the limit of the excavation.  Any additional breakage 
of the existing pavement edge shall be cut square to the edge of the 
excavation prior to reinstatement. 

 
3.1.4 Excavated Material 
 

Unless otherwise approved by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering, excavated material shall not be reused in the 
reinstatement of trenches and shall be removed from the site and appropriately 
disposed of, in accordance with the requirements of the Environment Protection 
Act. 

 
3.1.5 Trenchless Methods 
 

Where applicable, Clause 1.1 "Scope", Clause 1.2 "Definitions", Clause 1.3 
"Notification", Clause 3.1 "Excavation", and Clause 3.12 "Post Reinstatement 
Conditions and Obligations" apply to the installation of services where 
alternatives to open trenching such as thrust boring, tunnelling, etc. are used.  
Notification to the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering shall be in accordance with Clause 3.1.1 "Minor 
Programmed Works". 

 
For all trenchless methods a minimum diameter cavity for the conduit/s or 
service/s to pass through shall be created.  Multiple conduits or services may 
be passed through a single bore or tunnel.  There shall be a minimum spacing 
of 10D (where D is the diameter of the largest conduit or service) between 
individual bores or tunnels to ensure the combined surrounding cavities of 
multiple bores or tunnels do not undermine the road, unless otherwise approved 
by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering.  The General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering or representative may request grouting of any bore or 
tunnel that has an unacceptably large cavity and where the cavity could cause 
a defect in the road surface. 

 
Unless otherwise directed by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering, boring under pavements or shoulders of 
roads maintained by the Council shall be at a minimum depth of 1.5 m below 
the surface. 

 
The requirements of Clause 3.12 "Post Reinstatement Conditions and 
Obligations" shall be applied to any subsidence of the road surface attributed to 
trenchless methods. 

 
The Excavator shall supply the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering with a report by a Professional Engineer who 
has experience with trenchless technology.  This report must guarantee 
appropriateness of the method to be used (covering depth etc.) and quality of 
work. 

 



 

R270  ROAD PAVEMENT  
EXCAVATION AND REINSTATEMENT OF 

Version No: 9.0 

Issued: 19 September 
2023 

Next 
Review: September 2027 

 

Electronic version on TRIM is the controlled version. 
Printed copies are considered uncontrolled. Before using a printed copy, verify that it is the current version. 

 
Page 10 of 25 

 

3.2 BACKFILL 
 

Prior to backfill operations, all loose rubbish and foreign material shall be removed from 
the excavation.  All spaces excavated and not occupied by permanent work shall be 
backfilled. 
 
Excavations shall be backfilled with Type C Sand to Sa-C or alternatively, clean quarry, 
pit or dune sand or rubble of plasticity index not exceeding 8 and approved by the 
General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering.  Where 
required, tapes warning of the location of a pipe or service shall be inserted at the depth 
specified by the appropriate authority. 
 
The backfilling shall be uniformly compacted in horizontal layers not exceeding 200 mm 
(loose) thickness to the dry density determined using AS 1289, test method 5.2.1 
(modified compaction) to not less than: 
(a) 92%, up to a level 800 mm below finished level, and/or 
(b) 95% at all levels above 800 mm below finished level. 
 
Flooding of sand with water is, by itself, not an acceptable method of compaction.  
Compacted backfill shall be brought to the level of the underside of pavement in 
accordance with the appropriate figure as specified in this Policy. 

 
3.3 PAVEMENT REINSTATEMENT 

 
3.3.1 General 
 

Pavement reinstatement shall be undertaken in accordance with Figure 1 as 
specified in this Policy or by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering. 

 
Notwithstanding the requirements outlined in Section 3.3, a reinstated 
pavement shall not be of a lesser standard and thickness than the existing 
pavement. 

 
3.3.2 Pavement for Surfaced Roads (asphalt and bitumen surfaced roads) 
 

After completion of the backfill, a subbase of 20 mm Class 2 Pavement Material 
complying with PM2/20 shall be used to reinstate the excavation to the level 
below the new base or levelling course.  Refer to Figure 1. 

 
Where specified in the appropriate figure, a base of 20 mm Class 1 Pavement 
Material complying with PM1/20 shall be placed to the level shown in that figure. 

 
The subbase and, where specified, the base, shall be uniformly compacted in 
horizontal layers not exceeding 200 mm thickness (loose) to not less than 98% 
of the dry density determined using AS 1289, test method 5.2.1 (modified 
compaction). 
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3.3.3 Unsealed Shoulders 
 

After completion of the backfill, a compacted 300 mm depth of 20 mm Class 3 
Quarried Pavement Material complying with PM3/20QG, or an equivalent 
material approved by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering, shall be placed and compacted in two horizontal layers 
to reinstate the road shoulder to the finished shoulder level and matching 
crossfall.  Compaction shall be to not less than 95% of the dry density 
determined using AS 1289, test method 5.2.1 (modified compaction). 

 
Sealed shoulders shall be resealed with materials similar to the original surface. 

 
If traffic is diverted onto the road shoulder as part of traffic management, the 
Excavator shall be responsible to return the shoulder to the condition that 
existed prior to the works taking place and reinstate any edge break to the 
satisfaction of the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering. 

 
3.3.4 Outside Pavement Areas 
 

Outside paved areas, whenever no other specification is appropriate, the backfill 
material shall be placed in layers not exceeding 200 mm (loose) and compacted 
to not less than 95% of the dry density determined using AS 1289, test 
method 5.2.1 (modified compaction). 

 
3.3.5 Temporary Pavement Surface 
 

On completion of backfill and pavement reinstatement, it shall be the 
responsibility of the Excavator to maintain the open surface of the reinstated 
excavation until final asphalt.  

 
If the contractor is unable to undertake final asphalting of the trench within five 
(5) days of completion of excavation, a temporary bitumen seal shall be 
provided to all open excavations in order to maintain a safe trafficable road 
surface ad to prevent the ingress of waster to the road pavement.  

 
In the event that the reinstatement and/or surrounding pavement layers become 
affected by the ingress of water prior to the application of final surfacing, all 
affected material shall be removed and replaced with conforming material. 

 
In the case of Emergency Works, where the surrounding subbase and base 
have been weakened by saturation, a temporary reinstatement shall be placed 
until the site stabilises.  The Excavator shall obtain approval from the General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering or 
representative prior to commencing placement of the final surface. 
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3.3.6 Asphalt Surfacing 
 

Roads 
All excavations within the road pavement shall be reinstated with a minimum 
layer thickness of 50mm asphalt. Where the existing surface consists of an 
asphalt layer thickness of greater than 50mm, then this existing layer thickness 
shall be the thickness for the reinstatement. 

 
Asphalt shall either be AC10, AC14 depending on road class, but typically 
collector/distributor roads being AC14 and all other classes being AC10. 

 
The asphalt surfacing shall extend to a minimum of 100mm either side of the 
excavation and shall be placed against a neatly saw cut edge. 

 
Footpaths 
The surfacing of trenches within footpaths shall be like for like (i.e. an asphalt 
footpath shall be resurfaced with the equivalent layer thickness of asphalt) A 
bitumised footpath may be resurfaced with either a two coat 7/5 bitumen seal or 
a 15mm thick AC7 asphalt surface. 

 
3.4 PAVEMENT MARKINGS 

 
The Excavator shall replace all pavement markings, raised pavement markers or 
pavement bars, which are removed or damaged during trenching works.  Such 
replacements shall be completed within 5 working days of the completion of the final 
surfacing and shall conform with the general requirements of Part 246 "Application of 
Pavement Marking" of the DIT Master Specification for Roadworks.  Costs for this work 
shall be borne by the Excavator. 
 
The Excavator shall provide temporary delineation at the site until reinstatement of 
pavement marking has been completed.  Costs for this work shall be borne by the 
Excavator. 

 
3.5 ROAD FURNITURE 

 
The Excavator shall replace all road signs, guide posts, guard fence or other road 
furniture which are temporarily removed or damaged during trenching work, ensuring 
that all road furniture is made good and cleaned.  Costs for this work shall be borne by 
the Excavator and work shall be completed prior to traffic use. 
 
The Excavator shall ensure that all relevant regulatory signs within the roadwork site 
remain visible to road users at all times. 

 
3.6 CONCRETE KERBING 

 
The Excavator shall reinstate any concrete kerb and gutter or median type kerb which 
is removed or damaged during trenching work, ensuring that the kerb profile and 
materials conform with the existing. 
 
Kerb reinstatement shall be completed by the Excavator, within 3 days of reinstatement 
of the road pavement. 
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Concrete used in the work shall be in accordance with AS 1379, "The Specification and 
Manufacture of Concrete", and shall be Grade N20 concrete. 

 
3.7 ROAD DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

 
The Excavator shall report to the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering all instances of damage caused to the road drainage systems, 
i.e. culverts, gullies, subsoil drainage, roadside drainage systems, etc. incurred during 
trenching works.  All costs for the repairs shall be borne by the Excavator. 

 
3.8 MEDIANS/TRAFFIC ISLANDS 

 
The Excavator shall reinstate medians and traffic islands to conform with the existing 
surface treatment using new materials of the same type, quality, depth and compaction.  
Costs for this work shall be borne by the Excavator. 

 
The Excavator shall replace any vegetation (e.g. shrubs, median grasses, etc.) which 
are removed or damaged during trenching works with vegetation that is of the same 
type and in the same positions as that removed or damaged.  Costs for this work shall 
be borne by the Excavator. 

 
Unless specified by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering, where the existing median consists of compacted material the reinstated 
compaction shall be no less than 92% of the dry density determined using AS 1289, 
test method 5.2.1 (modified compaction).  Testing of median compaction shall only be 
undertaken if requested by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering.  If requested, the cost of testing shall be borne by the 
Excavator. 

 
3.9 SITE CLEAN-UP 

 
The Excavator shall regularly remove from the site, rubbish and surplus material arising 
from execution of the work.  The Excavator shall ensure that at the completion of work 
the site is clean, tidy and free from surplus material. 

 
The Excavator shall clean out all debris accumulated in drainage sumps, pipes or 
culverts as a result of the work undertaken by the Excavator. 

 
3.10 CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL STOCKPILES 

 
Stockpiles of materials used for reinstatements shall be located within areas that are 
delineated by traffic control devices (bollards and bunting or their equivalent) and placed 
such that stockpiles do not impede the line of sight for road users.  Stockpiles shall not 
be left on the carriageway when works are not in progress. 

 
Stockpiles left on road shoulders whilst works are not in progress shall be located a 
minimum of 2.5 m from the edge of seal. 
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3.11 CONFORMITY TESTING 
 

Unless advised by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering that conformity testing is not required (refer Clause 3.12.1 "Maintenance 
Period") then within 14 days of testing the Excavator shall submit to the General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering copies of 
laboratory test results to confirm compliance with materials and compaction 
requirements as specified herein for any reinstatement works carried out. 

 
Testing shall be arranged by the Excavator and shall be undertaken by a laboratory 
registered by the National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA).  Where the 
Excavator fails to undertake testing, the General Manager City Infrastructure or the 
Manager Operations Engineering will arrange for the required testing to be undertaken. 

 
The cost of such testing shall be borne by the Excavator.  The Excavator shall remove 
and replace any material which does not comply with this Specification. 

 
Verification testing may be undertaken by CMG at the discretion of the General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering.  Where such 
testing shows the reinstatement does not comply with the specified requirements the 
cost of the verification testing and any remedial works as instructed by the General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering shall be borne by 
the Excavator. 

 
(a) Unbound Pavement Testing 

 
The following minimum frequencies of testing shall apply: 

 
(i) Pavement (to 800 mm below pavement surface) 
 
 0 - 25 m2, - one test per layer. 
 
 25 - 100 m2,  - minimum 2 tests per layer. 
 
 over 100 m2,  - 2 tests per layer and an additional test per layer for every 

100 m2 or part thereof over 100 m2. 
 
(ii) Backfill (greater than 800 mm below pavement surface) 
 
 One test per layer per 100 m2 or part thereof. 

 
(b) Asphalt Testing 

 
The following minimum frequencies shall apply: 

 
0 - 100 tonnes  2 samples 

101 - 300 tonnes  3 samples 

301 - 600 tonnes  4 samples 

> 600 tonnes 4 samples plus 1 sample for each 
additional 200 tonnes or part thereof. 
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3.12 POST REINSTATEMENT CONDITIONS AND OBLIGATIONS 
 

3.12.1 Maintenance Period 
 

For all work, the Excavator shall be responsible for the cost of making good any 
settlement or other deterioration in the reinstated excavation for a maintenance 
period of one year after the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering has been notified of the completion of reinstatement if 
quality assurance (conformity testing in accordance with Clause 3.11 
"Conformity Testing", indicating all compaction requirements are met) is 
provided. 

 
The Excavator shall maintain the completed surface in a safe and trafficable 
condition for all traffic including bicycles, until the end of the maintenance period 
unless an order covering the full cost of maintenance is lodged with the General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering for CMG to 
take over this maintenance responsibility. 

 
The Excavator shall indemnify and keep indemnified the Council against all 
claims which may arise due to the excavation or settlement of the reinstatement 
(a defect as defined in Clause 3.12.2 "Defect Recording Levels") until the 
maintenance responsibility has transferred to the Council. 

 
All costs and charges incurred by the Council for any works necessitated by 
CMG due to non-compliance with the requirements of this Specification for all 
installations by the Excavator shall be borne by the Excavator until the end of 
the maintenance period. 

 
Before carrying out any work necessitated by settlement of the excavation (a 
defect as defined in Clause 3.12.2 "Defect Recording Levels") for all installations 
and for which an order has not been obtained, the Council will give notice in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 217 of the Local Government Act, 
to the infrastructure, of the CMG intentions so that the deficient work may be 
inspected before rectification. 

 
Where the Excavator is required to undertake additional works due to a defect 
occurring during the maintenance period, the maintenance period shall be 
extended for 12 months from when the General Manager City Infrastructure or 
the Manager Operations Engineering is notified of the completion of the 
additional works.  Conformity testing of the additional works may be requested 
by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering. 
 
If the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering advises the Excavator that conformity testing is not required and 
the Excavator elects not to undertake conformity testing the maintenance 
period shall be 18 months.  If the Excavator elects to undertake conformity 
testing then the maintenance period shall be 12 months. 

 
The General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering may still undertake verification testing as per Clause 3.11 
"Conformity Testing, General" if non-conformance to the reinstatement 
requirements is observed. 
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3.12.2 Defect Recording Levels 
 

A defect is considered to be the settlement, rutting or other deformation that 
signifies the deterioration of the reinstatement.  A defect is considered to exist 
if: 

 
• there is deformation of ≥ 10 mm under a 1.2 m straight edge, and/or, 
 
• the surface of the pavement is cracked, ravelling or stripping. 

 
When a reinstatement exhibits any defect, including those works covered by 
Clause 3.3.5 "Temporary Pavement Surface", the reinstatement is considered 
to have failed.  If the reinstatement fails within the Maintenance Period, as 
defined in Clause 3.12.1 "Maintenance Period", it shall be the responsibility of 
the Excavator to rectify the reinstatement. 

 
If the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations 
Engineering notifies the Excavator of a failed reinstatement, the Excavator shall, 
within 7 days rectify the defect, provided that the deformation of the defect never 
exceeds 50 mm under a 1.2 m straight edge.  If corrective action is not taken 
within 7 days, the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 
Operations Engineering reserves the right to undertake the rectification of the 
defect and all associated costs shall become a debt due to CMG from the 
Excavator. 

 
If the deformation exceeds 50 mm under a 1.2 m straight edge the defect shall 
be repaired or made safe for road users immediately.  If the General Manager 
City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering is required to make 
the reinstatement safe as a result of an Emergency Callout (i.e. the condition of 
the reinstatement creates an immediate hazard to road users) the cost of works 
carried out by CMG shall be borne by the Excavator.  The Excavator shall repair 
a reinstatement that has been made safe within 24 hours.  The General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering reserves 
the right to undertake the rectification of the defect after this period and all 
associated costs shall become a debt due to CMG from the Excavator. 

 
3.12.3 Crack Sealing 
 
  During the maintenance period the Excavator shall be required to repair cracks 

greater than 3 mm that develop within the reinstated pavement or between the 
reinstatement and the adjoining road pavement. 

 
(a) Material 
 
 The crack sealing compound shall be Class 170 bitumen to AS 2008 

"Residual Bitumen for Pavements", modified with an appropriate polymer, 
designed to penetrate the crack, adhere to the crack surface and resist 
further crack activity.  Product to be used shall be submitted to the General 
Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager Operations Engineering for 
approval. 

 
 The material shall remain stable on the pavement surface during periods of 

extreme temperature. 
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 Gritting off of sealant or plugging excessively deep cracks prior to sealing 

shall be undertaken with Sealing Aggregate to SA5-2. 
 
(b) Crack Sealing Treatment 
 
 Prior to placement of sealant, all cracks shall be thoroughly cleaned of 

foreign material, without damage to the adjoining sound pavement, to 
provide a clean, dry surrounding.  If the pavement is damp, warm/hot 
compressed air may be used in the drying of the surface of the crack. 

 
 Crack sealing shall not be undertaken unless the surfaces of the cracks are 

dry. 
 
 Cracks shall be cleaned to a depth of between 10 - 15 mm.  In excessively 

deep cracks, the crack may be plugged with 5-2 mm Sealing Aggregate to 
within 10 - 15 mm of the pavement surface.  All cracks shall be filled with 
sealant material to a level of not less than 10 mm below the pavement 
surface. 

 
 The level of sealant after gritting shall be flush with the adjoining road 

pavement.  The width of the visible bond on the pavement surface shall 
be as narrow as is practical.  Run out of the sealant over the asphalt 
surface beyond the crack length will not be permitted. 

 
(c) Gritting 
 
 The Excavator shall place 5-2 mm Sealing Aggregate on the surface of all 

sealed material while it is sufficiently hot for the sealing aggregate to adhere 
to the material.  Sealing aggregate shall be placed at the minimum 
application necessary to provide adequate skid resistance and prevent 
pick-up of the sealant by traffic. 
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FIGURE 1 
 

MINIMUM REINSTATEMENT FOR CITY OF MOUNT GAMBIER ROADWAYS 
 

 AC10 – residential 
AC14 – Collector/distributor 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Trench width varies 

     

         50mm min 
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Class 1 pavement 
material to PM1/20 to 
98% modified 
compaction 

100
mm 
min 
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mm 
min 
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Either as above or 
20 mm Class 2 
pavement material to 
PM2/20 in two layers to 
98% modified 
compaction 

      
100 

       
100 

 

B
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Sand to Sa-C placed 
in maximum 200 mm 
(loose) layers to 95% 
modified compaction 

      

400 

 

Sand to Sa-C placed 
in maximum 200 mm 
(loose) layers to 92% 
modified compaction 

       

  

Conduit or Service 

       

NOTE: 
1. Where pavement options are given the actual product will be advised by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 

Operations Engineering. 
2. Not to scale. 
3. All dimensions in millimetres. 
4.  The wearing course shall extend 100 mm either side of the excavated trench and the outer edge shall be saw cut. 
5. The depth of the top of the conduit or service shall be a minimum of 1 m below the surface. 
6. The extent of reinstatement shall be in accordance with the relevant diagram listed in Figure 3. 
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FIGURE 2 
 

UNSEALED ROAD PAVEMENTS AND SHOULDERS 
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Quarry Rubble to 
PM2/20 or equivalent 
placed in two equal 
layers to 98% modified 
compaction 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
200 
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Sand to SA-C placed in 
maximum 200 mm 
(loose) layers to 95% 
modified compaction 

      
 
 
 
 
400(min) 

 

   
 
Conduit or Service 

       

 
 
NOTE: 
 
1. Where pavement options are given the actual product will be advised by the General Manager City Infrastructure or the Manager 

Operations Engineering. 
2. Sealed shoulders shall be reinstated in accordance with the above, but with a seal applied to match the surrounding sealed 

surface type. 
3. Not to scale. 
4. All dimensions in millimetres. 
5. The depth of the top of the conduit or service shall be a minimum of 1 m below the surface. 
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SCHEDULE A 
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4. REVIEW & EVALUATION 
 

This Policy is scheduled for review by Council in September 2027, however, will be 
reviewed as required by any legislative changes which may occur. 

5. AVAILABILITY OF POLICY 
 

This Policy will be available for inspection at Council’s principal office during ordinary 
business hours and on the Council’s website www.mountgambier.sa.gov.au.  Copies will 
also be provided to interested members of the community upon request, and upon 
payment of a fee in accordance with Council’s Schedule of Fees and Charges. 

  

http://www.mountgambier.sa.gov.au/
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