
ONE LOCATION. 
UNLIMITED EXPERIENCES.

MOUNT 
GAMBIER



Welcome to South Australia’s 
largest regional city! Situated 
between Melbourne and Adelaide on 
the spectacular Limestone Coast, 
Mount Gambier truly is natures 
playground. Many of our major 
attractions have been thousands of 
years in the making and they’re ready 
to explore.
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The City of Mount Gambier acknowledges the 
Boandik People as the traditional custodians 
of the land and water our city sits upon today. 
We respect and recognise the deep feelings 
of attachment and the spiritual relationship 
Indigenous people have with the land and 
water.
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THE BLUE LAKE 
08 8723 1199 | aquifertours.com

Situated in one of three extinct volcanic craters, the 
Blue Lake changes colour to a mesmerising bright 
blue during the summer, between November to 
March. The crystal clear water of the Blue Lake has 
been filtered underground through the limestone, 
passing slowly beneath the city. Walk or drive around 
the rim of the lake, stopping at the many lookouts 
along the way. At only 3.6km, it is an easy 45 minute 
walk. Tours of the Blue Lake Pumping Station are 
available through Aquifer Tours. 

MOUNT GAMBIER VISITOR CENTRE 
08 8724 9750 | discovermountgambier.com.au 

Home to the Discovery Centre, the Mount Gambier 
Visitor Centre is great place to start your adventure. 
Learn the story behind the HMS Lady Nelson before 
entering into the interactive pop-out brochure. This 
will give you your first taste of the region, leaving you 
ready to explore. Venture through a cave with historic 
fossils, bones and cave art, then enter an underwater 
cave diving experience. Meet Christina Smith, a 
christian missionary and learn her stories of working 
with the local Aborigines.  Before you leave, take the 
time to explore the nature garden out the back.

TOP SIGHTS & 
EXPERIENCES
IN MOUNT 
GAMBIER
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VALLEY LAKE PRECINCT

Drive down into the Valley Lake area and enjoy an 
array of activities, including the free Conservation 
Park, nature walks, adventure playground, water 
sports and disc golf. Mount Gambier is home to one 
of Australia’s top Disc Golf courses, with the 18 hole 
Crater Lakes Disc Golf Park situated in the Valley 
Lake Crater area. Discs can be hired from the Mount 
Gambier Visitor Centre. It is an ideal place for families 
to enjoy many hours of fun, as well as a picnic with 
free BBQ’s, tables and chairs.

CENTENARY TOWER 
centenarytower.com.au

Looking for the ultimate panoramic view of Mount 
Gambier? The Centenary Tower is the place for you. 
The short, steep walk up to the tower will be well 
worth it once you’re up there.  On a clear day enjoy 
breathtaking views of the countryside, ocean and 
surrounding landscape in the distance. Keep an eye 
out for the flag, signifying that the tower is open, with 
only a small fee upon entry.

UMPHERSTON SINKHOLE 
08 8724 9750 | discovermountgambier.com.au/guides

This captivating sunken garden has to be seen to 
be believed. Appreciate its size and depth from the 
viewing platforms at the top of the sinkhole before 
descending into another world. The resident colony 
of possums make an appearance at dusk and enjoy 
being fed fresh fruit and vegetables. With a kiosk on 
site, a large undercover shelter, group seating and free 
BBQ’s, this is the perfect place to stop and enjoy a 
picnic. Paid guided tours of the sinkhole are available 
through Guides of Mount Gambier. 
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THE RIDDOCH AND MAIN CORNER COMPLEX 
08 8721 2563 | mountgambier.sa.gov.au

The historic dolomite building connects us to Mount 
Gambier’s history. With innovative and interactive 
displays including media and VR studio, it is bound 
to captivate you. The Riddoch Art Gallery showcases 
local artists, as well as state and national touring 
exhibitions. The gift shop features works by local 
artists that make the perfect gifts to take home to 
friends and family.

VOLCANO - THE STORY OF EARTH, WIND AND FIRE

This is a must do experience, giving you an 
understanding of the geology and dreamtime of the 
region. Screening at The Riddoch and Main Corner 
Complex, this big screen cinematic experience wows 
the senses as it weaves its way through an incredible 
story. This exciting adventure takes you through the 
spectacular history of eruptions that shaped Mount 
Gambier and the Kanawinka region.

ENGELBRECHT CAVE 
08 8723 5552 | engelbrechtcave.com

Be amazed by what’s beneath the streets of Mount 
Gambier at Engelbrecht Cave. From the top it 
looks like a park, but from beneath it’s a geological 
wonderland. Take a paid guided tour down into the 
cave and learn about the region’s underground 
water system and the history of the cave. See where 
qualified cave divers explore the secret tunnels and 
water filled passages. Make sure you arrive early to 
enjoy a coffee at the café located on site.
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EVENTS

JANUARY

w	Kings Sprintcar Challenge
w	Port MacDonnell Bayside 

Festival 
w	Australia Day Awards 

and Breakfast

FEBRUARY

w	Mount Gambier Harness 
Racing Club Gold Cup

MARCH

w	SE Country Music Festival 
w	Harmony Day Celebrations
w	Fringe Mount Gambier 
w	Australian International 

Pedal Prix

APRIL

w	ANZAC Day Services
w	Mount Gambier Show 

Jumping Easter Carnival

For other upcoming events within the region, visit 
discovermountgambier.com.au/events

MAY

w	Generations in Jazz 
w	Men’s Fours Bowls 

Tournament 
w	Mount Gambier 100 Mile 

Classic and SA Kermesse 
Championship

w	Mother’s Day Classic

JUNE

w	Australian Country BMX 
Championships

w	South East National 
Highland Dancing 
Championships

w	Tower Trail Run

AUGUST

w	Tour of the Great 
South Coast 

w	Limestone Coast Choral 
and Vocal Showcase

SEPTEMBER

w	Pines Enduro Off Road 
Racing

OCTOBER

w	King of the Hill Drift Festival
w	Mount Gambier A&H Society 

Spring Show
w	Brick Gambier

NOVEMBER

w	Mount Gambier Christmas 
Parade

w	Remembrance Day
w	Legend of the Lakes 

Hillclimb
w	City of Mount Gambier 

Junior Basketball 
Tournament

w	Family Truck Show

DECEMBER

w	Blue Lake Fun Run 
w	Blue Lake Y Swim Club 

Annual Carnival 
w	Blue Lake Carols 
w	Mount Gambier Show 

Jumping Junior-Young 
Rider Carnival

w	World Series Sprintcars
w	New Year’s Eve Celebration
w	Mount Gambier Gold Cup
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KIDS & 
FAMILY 
ACTIVITIES

MOUNT GAMBIER LIBRARY | 08 8721 2540

Drawing inspiration from Ewens Ponds and 
Piccaninnie Ponds, the cave-themed children’s area 
of the library is a wondrous experience. Specially 
designed book shelves, a craft and activity area and 
an iPad zone makes it an interactive place for families. 
The library offers free WiFi, access to computers and 
a café on-site.

PLAYGROUNDS 

Swing, climb and slide at our entertaining playgrounds. 
The Valley Lakes Recreation Area is home to an 
incredible adventure playground with wheelchair 
facilities, the Railway Lands has a nature play area 
perfect for the little ones and Vansittart Park has a 
playground you won’t want to miss. There are also 
other smaller playgrounds around town to explore.

POSSUM FEEDING AT UMPHERSTON SINKHOLE

At the unique Umpherston Sinkhole, the resident 
possums come out and play at dusk. Make sure you 
pack some fresh fruit and veggies to feed them. It 
is important to remember that these possums are 
wild, so take care. Guided possum tours are available; 
phone  0447 644 985.

ECHO FARM | 0438 452 885

Experience life on a small pioneer farm and take the 
self-guided walk to meet the animals. Explore the 
cottage museum and outbuildings before helping feed 
some of the animals and pet some of the favourites. 
There is also a small selection of soft drinks, 
homemade biscuits, preserves and souvenirs for sale.

DISCOVER MOUNT GAMBIER



BIKE RIDING

Why not explore Mount Gambier’s attractions by 
bike? Free bike hire is available from the Mount 
Gambier Visitor Centre, The Riddoch and Main Corner 
Complex and the Mount Gambier Library. More 
adventurous riders can explore the mountain trail 
at the Valley Lakes, ride the BMX track at Hastings 
Cunningham Reserve, or head to Dimjalla Skate Park.

AQUATIC CENTRE | 08 8723 1283

Cool down during the summer months at the local 
pool. With three pools, an inflatable obstacle course, 
playground and beach volleyball, it’s a great way to 
spend the day with the kids. Re-energise with a snack 
from the kiosk or with a BBQ on site. The centre is 
open from mid-October to February.

KABOOM FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT | 08 8723 2045

There’s nothing quite like a family game of ten pin 
bowling. Test your arm and see how many you can 
knock down. Check out the new games in the arcade 
lounge and grab some food at the snack bar while 
you’re there. It’s all about having fun at Kaboom!

OATMILL CINEMA COMPLEX | 08 8724 9150

With all of the latest release movies, the Oatmill 
Cinema is the perfect place to sit back, enjoy some 
popcorn and relax with the whole family. The word is 
that their choc tops are the best in the business. Keep 
an eye out during summer for the Starline Outdoor 
Cinema at the Railway Lands run by the Oatmill 
Cinema.

TREEHOUSE PLAY CAFÉ | 08 8723 2045

Slide, jump, laugh and play at Mount Gambier’s indoor 
play cafe. With epic slides, arcade games, a flying fox 
and an ever-changing party room, the Treehouse Play 
Cafe is fun for everyone. With a cafe on site, parents 
can sit back and watch the kids have loads of fun!
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CENOTES, 
LAKES, CAVES 
& VOLCANO

HELL’S HOLE 

Venture into the pine forests of the Lower Glenelg 
National Park and you will find Hell’s Hole. Take a look 
down into the sinkhole from the viewing platform. At 
first, it may look like deep black water but as you look 
closer you will start to notice the clarity of the water. 
If you’re lucky you might be joined by qualified divers 
emerging to the surface. This un-signed sinkhole can 
be tricky to find, speak to the friendly Mount Gambier 
Visitor Centre team to help find your way.

CAROLINE SINKHOLE 

Your visit to Penambol Conservation Park is not 
complete without visiting Caroline Sinkhole. Only a 
short walk from the car park, the viewing platform 
provides a bird’s eye view of the area. Sitting above 
the current water table, the bottom is covered with 
lush green grass and vines hanging from the walls. It’s 
likely the internal ledges once provided shelter from 
the elements, with archaeological digs unearthing 
evidence of early Aboriginal habitation.

KILSBY SINKHOLE | 0403 537 523

As one of the most significant dive sites in Australia, 
Kilsby Sinkhole is not only a natural wonder but holds 
a rich history of its own. Located on a private farming 
property, this sinkhole offers a unique experience 
unlike any other. Scuba dive or snorkel the crystal 
clear limestone-filtered water with a certified guide. 
Above the water tours are available, which dive into 
the history of the sinkhole and includes a tasting of 
locally made Kilsby Sinkhole Gin. Bookings essential.

DISCOVER MOUNT GAMBIER



LITTLE BLUE LAKE

This summer hot spot is one of the local’s best kept 
secrets. Only a short drive from Mount Gambier, it is 
the perfect place for a swim. This water-filled sinkhole 
is enjoyed by qualified divers and snorkelers and is a 
window into our underground water system. A small 
staircase leads the way to the water edge where a 
pontoon awaits you. If you’re looking for the local 
experience, the Little Blue is not to be missed. 

TANTANOOLA CAVE | 08 8734 4153

Once part of an ancient coastline, this is one of South 
Australia’s most impressive caves. Be guided on a 
tour to uncover what the ocean’s gradual retreat 
left behind. The cavern is filled with spectacular 
stalactites, stalagmites, shells and seal bones. After 
your tour, take the 500-metre hike up the cliff for 
panoramic views of the surrounding forests, or enjoy a 
packed lunch in the pine-scented picnic grounds.

MOUNT SCHANK

Known as Australia’s youngest volcano, Mount 
Schank last erupted over 4,500 years ago. Take the 
900m walk up to the rim of this dormant volcano 
for a sensational 360 degree view to the coast and 
nearby countryside. Continue on the additional 2km 
walk around the rim of the volcano to explore its rare 
formation. With BBQ and picnic facilities, it’s a perfect 
spot to stop and enjoy the natural surrounds of the 
state heritage park.

PRINCESS MARGARET ROSE CAVE | 08 8738 4171

Just across the border, in the Lower Glenelg National 
Park, you will find Princess Margaret Rose Cave. This 
cave is an underground wonderland with unique 
formations, including rare cave coral, rimstone 
pools and saw-toothed shawls. A 45 minute guided 
tour through the cave will provide you with an 
understanding of the formation and individuality of 
this natural wonder. 
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PORT MACDONNELL

Titled the ‘Southern Rock Lobster Capital of Australia’, 
Port MacDonnell is known for its famous fishing 
industry. The newly developed foreshore is the 
perfect place to sit and enjoy freshly caught fish and 
chips. The scenic drive to Cape Northumberland 
encompasses dramatic coastal landscapes that have 
been formed over many years. Take a moment to stop 
and breathe the pure air. 

PONDS, 
RIVERS & 
OCEAN
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BROWN BAY

Just outside of Port MacDonnell, Brown Bay is a 
popular swimming beach for families, surfers, and 
recreational fishers. You can either park in the car 
park or drive onto the beach, making it the perfect 
place to pull up and spend a day by the ocean. 
Overnight camping is also available for self-contained 
motorhomes.

EWENS PONDS

Explore the spring-fed underwater garden at Ewens 
Ponds Conservation Park by snorkeling through the 
shallow channels of the ponds. The channels connect 
three basin-shaped ponds which are approximately 
10 metres deep. A permit must be obtained to dive or 
snorkel through the National Parks SA website. For 
the ultimate underwater experience, take a guided 
snorkelling or scuba diving tour through the ponds 
with Reef2Ridge. To book, phone 8707 9203.

LOWER GLENELG NATIONAL PARK

The Glenelg River is renowned for up-river snags, 
living bushland, limestone gorges and sweeping 
estuary. Spend the day on the river, enjoying nature-
based activities such as swimming, fishing, boating, 
skiing and bushwalking. Looking to stay a little longer? 
Why not camp at one of the river towns of Donovans 
or Nelson. 

PICCANINNIE PONDS

Walk, snorkel or dive at this wetland recognised 
of international importance. Walk along the beach 
and watch the freshwater spring bubble to the 
surface. If you’re looking for something a little more 
adventurous, snorkel or scuba dive the crystal clear 
freshwater ponds. Permit must be obtained to dive or 
snorkel through the National Parks SA website.
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PENOLA CONSERVATION PARK

With a mixture of wetland, woodland, and open heath 
environments, the Penola Conservation Park is on a 
unique site for birdwatching. Follow the boardwalk 
trail through the park and keep an eye out for other 
wildlife, including the short-beaked echidna, red-
necked wallaby or the western grey kangaroo. As this 
is a conservation park, no pets are allowed within the 
park.

TELFORD’S SCRUB CONSERVATION PARK

Take a walk along the Stringybark Forest Walking 
Trail (2.5 hours) or be placed amongst the trees on 
the 4 metre high Forest Canopy Walking Trail (1 hour) 
through the park. Make sure you keep an eye out 
for birds, koalas, the southern brown bandicoot and 
the endangered sugar glider! With picnic tables and 
beautiful surroundings, this is a great spot for a picnic. 
As this is a conservation park, no pets are allowed 
within the park.

FORESTS, 
PARKS & 
RESERVES
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GERMEIN RESERVE

Enjoy the 5 easy walking trails as they track through 
native flora, wetland areas, and natural regeneration 
of the reserve. These trails range from 750m to 
1.25km, and include a wheelchair friendly path. 
Throughout the park you can see an array of flora 
and fauna unique to this region. Keep your eyes and 
ears open for the local wildlife, including the Swamp 
Antechinua, Brown Striped Marsh Frog, and the 
endangered Orange Bellied Parrot. 

CANUNDA NATIONAL PARK

Incredible coastlines, long surf beaches and large 
dunes are waiting for you to explore in Canunda 
National Park. Fishing, camping, snorkeling, surfing, 
birdwatching, bushwalking…the activities are endless. 
The park is accessible by 4WD either via Carpenter 
Rocks, Millicent or South End, where there are several 
walking trails. 2WD access is possible at some central 
and northern sections of the park.

LAKE McINTYRE RESERVE

This nature and wildlife reserve is home to over 50 
different bird species, native trees, and the incredible 
Lake McIntyre. Enjoy the afternoon here with picnic 
and BBQ facilities, shaded setting, boardwalk, and an 
interpretive centre. Follow the 1.3km tranquil walking 
trail through the reserve, and view the birdlife at the 
bird hides along trail.

PENAMBOL CONSERVATION PARK

History, geology, and wildlife, Penambol Conservation 
Park has it all. The park is home to the unique 
geological feature of Caroline Sinkhole, with a viewing 
platform for breathtaking views. There are two scenic 
walks, the Butterfly Walk (1km) and Wombat Walk 
(4.5km) which provides plenty of opportunity to spot 
a wombat.

15



NANGWARRY FORESTRY & LOGGING MUSEUM 
0422 958 005

With forestry being one of the region’s largest 
industries, this museum is a great reflection of its 
growth over time. Learn how forestry has developed 
over the years with a collection of logging machinery, 
including the first log harvester in the South East.

DINGLEY DELL CONSERVATION PARK | 08 8738 2221

Former home of famous Australian poet, Adam Lindsay 
Gordon, the cottage on the Dingley Dell Conservation 
Park still remains a memorial to the poet. Take one of 
the nature walks through the bushland and be inspired 
by the natural surrounds that once inspired Gordon.

YALLUM PARK | 08 8737 2855

Take a step back in time at this heritage listed, two 
story Victorian mansion. Explore this magnificent 
1880’s property, with original wallpaper, gasoliers, 
acid-etched and stained glass windows, marble mantle 
pieces, and décor that all dates back to 1879. The 
property is open for viewing by appointment.

MARY MACKILLOP PENOLA CENTRE | 08 8737 2092

Learn about the life of Australia’s first saint, Saint Mary 
of the Cross MacKillop, at this centre dedicated to 
her work. In 1866, Mary MacKillop and Father Julian 
Tenison Woods founded the uniquely Australian Sisters 
of St Joseph.  Explore the Interpretive Centre, church 
and Mary MacKillop Shrine. 

CULTURE & 
HERITAGE
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PORT MACDONNELL HISTORIC TRAIL 
AND WOOLWASH INTERPRETIVE SITE

Walk or drive this historic trail to discover momentous 
homes, businesses and natural wonders of local 
significance. The Woolwash Interpretive Park will 
enlighten you about the woolwash process and its 
history.

PORT MACDONNELL MARITIME MUSEUM

Once the state’s second largest trading port, Port 
MacDonnell has a fundamental maritime history. 
Discover over 30 shipwrecks that are located along 
the rugged coastline and gain an insight into early life 
in a seaside village.

GLENCOE NATIONAL TRUST WOOLSHED

Built in 1863, this woolshed is untouched and has 
a great significance in the era of the early Pioneer 
pastoralists. Gain a true insight into the history of the 
agriculture and the wool industry within the region. 
Take a self-guided tour, collect the key at Glencoe Post 
and Bistro.

WOAKWINE RANGE WINDFARMS 

Follow the magnificent tourist drive through the 
largest wind farm development in the southern 
hemisphere. Look up to see dozens of mighty wind 
turbines spread across the fields as far as the eye 
can see. Take your time to appreciate the clean, green 
countryside.

MILLICENT NATIONAL TRUST 
LIVING HISTORY MUSEUM

Take the journey back to Millicent’s pre-settlement 
days. Start at the shipwreck room and follow through 
to see historic machinery, beautiful clothing, and 
Australia’s largest collection of horse drawn vehicles. 
Allow time to explore this incredible historic museum. 
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VINEYARDS 
& WINERIES

MOUNT GAMBIER VINEYARDS

Noski Wines | 08 8726 8224

This family run boutique winery hand-pick their 
grapes, following time honoured tradition and 
matured over time in French Oak. Satisfy your tastes 
with a visit to their cellar door to find out what makes 
their wine so special.

Caroline Hills Vineyard | 08 8725 8857

This country winery is the perfect place to relax and 
enjoy the cool climate wines. Wander the peaceful 
garden and seasonal art exhibitions before sitting 
down to a glass of wine and a grazing platter.

Haig Vineyard | 08 8725 5414

Established in 1982, Haig Vineyard was the first 
commercial wine in the Mount Gambier area. Be 
welcomed at the cellar door for tastings of their dry 
and sweet varieties of Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and 
Cabernet Sauvignon.

Herbert Vineyard | 08 8725 2761

Enjoy a glass of renowned Pinot Noir while overlooking 
a remarkable hedge maze at Herbert Vineyard. Visit 
their cellar door to taste a selection of their wines, as 
well as their homemade olive oil. Barrel tastings are 
also available.

DISCOVER MOUNT GAMBIER



SURROUNDING WINE REGIONS

Mount Gambier is surrounded by award-winning wine regions, all within a short 
drive. Each region has evolved from the pure limestone-filtered water, rich volcanic 
soils and premium growing conditions. 

Only 60 kilometres north of Mount Gambier, Coonawarra is one of Australia’s 
internationally recognised wine regions. Locals refer to their terra rossa soil as 
‘nature’s gift to wine lovers across the globe’.

A little further north is Wrattonbully, nestled among the rich rolling hills of the 
ranges. Located close to the World Heritage Listed Naracoorte Caves, new 
limestone caves containing significant ancient fossils and prehistoric remains were 
discovered during vineyard development.

Continuing north you will find yourself in the Padthaway wine region that has 
an established significant reputation for Chardonnay, Shiraz and Cabernet. If 
you’re coming to our region to indulge in premium quality wine, you won’t be 
disappointed.   
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TOUR TO 
THE NORTH

Spend your morning with a refreshing 
walk through Telford Scrub 
Conservation Park, located 15km 
north of Mount Gambier. Take the 
one hour Forest Canopy Walking Trail 
or venture a little further on the two 
and a half hour Stringybark Forest 
Walking Trail. With over 20 species of 
orchards located within the park, you’ll 
be surrounding by gorgeous natural 
surrounds.  

At your next stop, take a step into one 
of the region’s largest industries at 
the Nangwarry Forestry and Logging 
Museum. The award winning displays 
will see you explore forestry through 
the ages, including historic machinery 
and trucks.

If you ever wondered what a Victorian 
mansion was like in the late 1800’s, 
Yallum Park is set to intrigue you. 
As one of the best preserved historic 
houses in Australia, take your time to 
explore the homestead and magnificent 
garden. 

Take a break to enjoy a packed lunch at 
the Penola Conservation Park among 
the abundant wildlife that live in open 
wetland and woodlands. Didn’t come 
prepared? Head into the town of Penola 
and enjoy a meal at one of the many 
delicious lunch spots. 

After lunch, take your time to explore 
the streets of Penola before visiting 
the famous Mary MacKillop Penola 
Centre. Learn about Australia’s first 
saint, Mary MacKillop, and Father Julian 
Tenison Woods at the centre’s two main 
exhibitions. 

Continue to explore Penola’s rich 
history by taking a walk down a lane full 
of memories known as Petticoat Lane. 

Take your last stop at Australia’s other 
‘Red Centre’, the Coonawarra Wine 
Region. Taste your way through some 
of Australia’s best Cabernet Sauvignon 
at the historic cellar doors.  With over 
24 cellar doors, there’s plenty of 
choice. Can’t try them all? Why not 
purchase some to take home and 
try with friends and family.

DISCOVER MOUNT GAMBIER



MUST DO

TOP TIP

JOURNEY A LITTLE 
FURTHER TO EXPLORE 
THE NARACOORTE 
CAVES.
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TOUR TO 
THE SOUTH

There’s nothing better than a quick dip 
to start your morning. Only 15 minutes 
from Mount Gambier, the Little Blue 
Lake awaits you. The best bit is that 
this fresh water sinkhole won’t leave 
you feeling salty for the rest of the 
day, but feeling refreshed and ready to 
tackle your next stop, Mount Schank. 
Once an active volcano, the geological 
monument is now a state heritage area. 
With walking trails up to the top, around 
the rim and down into the crater, 
there’s a distance for all time frames. 
Take a moment to take in the view of 
the ocean and surrounding land. 

Looking for the ultimate cenote 
experience? Leave the Little Blue Lake 
and Mount Schank for the next day 
and take the plunge at Kilsby Sinkhole. 
Whether you have snorkeled before or 
it’s your first time, they will make you 
feel at ease. Keep an eye out for the 
above the water tours for those who are 
interested in the history and geology of 
the cenote. 

Rather take a step back in time? Just 
down the road is the historic Dingley 
Dell Conservation Park, former home 
of poet Adam Lindsay Gordon. Explore 
the surrounding cottage grounds and 
bushland walks that inspired Gordon’s 
work.

Feeling hungry yet? Make your way into 
the coastal town of Port MacDonnell 
and enjoy some fresh seafood. 
Craving some good old fashioned 
fish and chips, or fresh crayfish from 
Periwinkles Cafe? Either way you won’t 
be disappointed by the local eateries. 

While in Port MacDonnell, visit the 
Maritime Museum to uncover the 
shipwrecks that have occurred off the 
regions southern coast. Then take the 
scenic drive to see where some of these 
shipwrecks occurred and appreciate 
the magnificent coastline. Along the 
drive, stop into Germein Reserve and 
follow the trails through the diverse 
natural environment. 

If you haven’t tried enough of the 
region’s epic snorkeling spots, then 
Ewens Ponds Conservation Park 
awaits. The crystal clear water 
will have you mesmerised by the 
bright underwater ecosystem 
below. 

End your day at the Bellum 
Hotel with a true taste of 
country pub meals. While 
you’re there, enjoy a glass of 
locally made Sinkhole Gin. 

DISCOVER MOUNT GAMBIER



MUST DO

TOP TIP

CONTINUE ALONG THE 
SCENIC DRIVE TO SEE THE 
CAPE NORTHUMBERLAND 
LIGHTHOUSE.
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TOUR TO 
THE EAST

Slip away for a day of wildlife and 
natural beauty with your first stop 
being Penambol Conservation Park. 
You’ll want to have your camera on 
hand for this stop. Follow the trail 
through a flutter of butterflies on the 
Butterfly Walk before your jaw drops at 
Caroline Sinkhole. Take a moment to 
enjoy this breathtaking view from the 
overlooking platform. 

Just five minutes down the road is 
Hell’s Hole, another geological wonder 
that will have you in awe. Although 
crystal clear, this water-filled cenote got 
its name from its deep, dark coloured 
appearance. Don’t be surprised if 
you see cave divers emerging to the 
surface. 

Before heading over the border into 
Victoria, get your first taste of the 
Lower Glenelg River National Park in 
Donovans. This laidback river side town 
is a great place to stop and refuel. Enjoy 
a prepacked picnic by the river and if 
you have your fishing rods on hand, you 
might even have a go at catching your 
lunch… maybe pack a back up plan just 
in case though. 

After spending the morning outdoors, 
venture just over the border to Princess 
Margaret Rose Cave. Explore the cave 
with one of the cave guides and enjoy 
the natural formations that decorate 
the cave. 

Grab your snorkel, fins and a wetsuit…
it’s time for a little adventure at 
Piccaninnie Ponds. Explore the 
underwater gardens of these ponds 
as you snorkel through the pure fresh 
water. After your snorkel, linger a little 
longer at Piccaninnie Ponds before 
heading back to Mount Gambier. Follow 
the walking trails to the beach and 
keep an eye out for the variety of 
birdlife along the way.  
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MUST DO

TOP TIP

COOL OFF WITH AN 
ICE CREAM FROM THE 
NELSON KIOSK.
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TOUR TO 
THE WEST

Located just 20 minutes from Mount 
Gambier, your first stop will have you 
immersed in the pioneer pastoralist 
era. The beautiful Glencoe Woolshed 
will take you back through the 
significant history of agriculture within 
the region, with untouched artefacts of 
the wool industry on display. 

Next head to Tantanoola Cave, an 
ancient cave that was once set into 
a cliff face. Uncover what the sea left 
behind on a tour with an expert cave 
guide as they take you through this 
uniquely formed cave. Venture above 
the ground before you leave and 
explore the cliff top walking trail.

On your way to Millicent, detour to 
take the Woakwine Range Wind 
Farm Tourist Drive. Be astonished by 
the powerful giant turbines as they 
dominate the skyline. 

Connected to Millicent Visitor 
Information Centre, the National 
Trust Living History Museum will take 
you back in time. With an extensive 
collection of clothing and antique 
machinery, you may spend longer than 
you think! 

While you’re in town, stop and enjoy 
some lunch at one of the local cafes. 
Alternatively, prepack a picnic with 
local produce and enjoy it at your next 
stop. 

Spend your afternoon in nature, 
starting with a visit to Lake McIntyre 
Reserve. This is a bird lover’s paradise, 
with over 50 different species. Stroll 
along the beautiful walking trail, viewing 
birds from the hides along the way, 

Your trip wouldn’t be complete without 
a visit to Canunda National Park. If 
you have a 4WD, you’re bound to have 
some fun! Enjoy a dip in the ocean or 
throw a line in and spend the afternoon 
fishing. Kick back and enjoy the sea 
breeze. Can’t get enough? Turn this 
day trip into an overnighter and book 
a campsite. Enjoy a beautiful coastal 
sunset and sleep under the stars. 
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MUST DO

TOP TIP

PACK YOUR BINOCULARS 
FOR BIRD WATCHING 
ALONG THE WAY.
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USE OUR BUCKET LIST 
TO CREATE YOUR OWN 
ADVENTURE. VISIT:

#discovermountgambier

Create your own interactive bucket list, there are a whole range of 
experiences to choose from that at location across the Mount Gambier 
region. Whether you’re a foodie, nature lover, or a history buff, you can 
create your own unique bucket list. 

Love a challenge? Try to collect as many badges as you can. You can earn 
badges by experiences and sharing your memories of Mount Gambier.


