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   MINUTES OF CITY OF MOUNT GAMBIER 
AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, 10 WATSON TERRACE, MOUNT 
GAMBIER 

ON MONDAY, 29 JULY 2024 AT 5.30 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: Mr Paul Duka, Mayor Lynette Martin (OAM), Cr Paul Jenner, Mr Alexander 
Brown, Ms Belinda Johnson 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Cr Jason Virgo, Corinne Garrett, UHY Haines Norton (virtual), Janna Burnham, 
Galpins (virtual) 

 

OFFICERS IN  Chief Executive Officer  -  Mrs S Philpott  
ATTENDANCE:  General Manager City Infrastructure - Ms B Cernovskis 
 General Manager Corporate and Regulatory Services - Mrs J Fetherstonhaugh 
 Acting Manager Financial Services -  Ms K Rolton 
 Executive Administrator - Mrs A Pasquazzi 

  

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE BOANDIK PEOPLES AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE 
LAND WHERE WE MEET TODAY. WE RESPECT THEIR SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
LAND AND RECOGNISE THE DEEP FEELINGS OF ATTACHMENT OUR FIRST NATIONS 
PEOPLES HAVE WITH THE LAND. 

2 APOLOGY(IES)  

Nil 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Alexander Brown 
Seconded: Mayor Lynette Martin 

That the minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 3 June 2024 be confirmed as 
an accurate record of the proceedings of the meeting. 

CARRIED 

 

4 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Nil 
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5 REPORTS 

5.1 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Mayor Lynette Martin 
Seconded: Paul Duka 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/43693 titled ‘Correspondence Received’ 
as presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

CARRIED 

 

5.2 INTERNAL AUDIT - PAYROLL AND REMUNERATION 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Belinda Johnson 
Seconded: Mayor Lynette Martin 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/29749 titled ‘Internal Audit - Payroll and 
Remuneration’ as presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

2. That it be noted that progress achieved on the actions resulting from the Internal Audit - 
Payroll and Remuneration will be reported in future internal audit updates. 

CARRIED 

 

5.3 INTERNAL AUDIT - PDI ACT - POST IMPLEMENTATION AUDIT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Jenner 
Seconded: Mayor Lynette Martin 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/29750 titled ‘Internal Audit - PDI Act - Post 
Implementation Audit’ as presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

2. That it be noted that progress achieved on the actions resulting from the Internal Audit - PDI 
Act - Post Implementation Audit will be reported in future internal audit updates. 

1. That the Audit and Risk Committee note the importance of recommendation 5 – “Reintroduce 
regular, re-current scheduled meetings between Development Services and Operations & 
Engineering teams and other stakeholders” and the significance of these meetings in 
fostering collaboration, ensuring effective communication, and enhancing the overall 
efficiency and coordination of development projects. 

CARRIED 
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5.4 QUARTERLY INTERNAL AUDIT UPDATE REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Paul Duka 
Seconded: Alexander Brown 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/46781 titled ‘Quarterly Internal Audit 
Update Report’ as presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

2. That a revised Internal Audit Plan including a reassessment of risk for each proposed internal 
audit be presented to the Audit and Risk Committee at its meeting scheduled for 25 
November 2024. 

CARRIED 

 

5.5 LEASE AND LICENCE UPDATE - JULY 2024 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Jenner 
Seconded: Alexander Brown 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/49333 titled ‘Lease and Licence Update - 
July 2024’ as presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

2. That an update on Leases and Licences be presented to the Audit and Risk Committee at 
its meeting scheduled for 25 November 2024. 

CARRIED 

 

5.6 COUNCIL POLICY UPDATE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Jenner 
Seconded: Belinda Johnson 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/49733 titled ‘Council Policy Update’ as 
presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

 
2. That an update on Council Policies including a timeline for review of each policy and the 

approach to be taken for timely policy reviews be presented to the Audit and Risk Committee 
at its meeting scheduled for 25 November 2024. 

 
CARRIED 
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5.7 2023/2024 EXTERNAL AUDIT INTERIM MANAGEMENT REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Paul Duka 
Seconded: Mayor Lynette Martin 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/50401 titled ‘2023/2024 External Audit 
Interim Management Report’ as presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

2. That having been reviewed by the Audit and Risk Committee on 29 July 2024, the 2023/2024 
External Audit Interim Management Report be adopted. 

3. That the Audit and Risk Committee commend the administration on the work undertaken to 
reduce the actions / recommendations from the prior year’s interim audit management 
report. 

CARRIED 

 

5.8 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Mayor Lynette Martin 
Seconded: Belinda Johnson 

1. That Audit and Risk Committee Report No. AR24/29752 titled ‘Audit and Risk Committee 
Meeting Report’ as presented on 29 July 2024 be noted. 

CARRIED 

 

6 MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Nil 
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7 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS  

7.1 LEGAL/LITIGATION COST/LIABILITY (RISK) EXPOSURE – REPORT NO. 
AR24/43578 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Mayor Lynette Martin 
Seconded: Alexander Brown 

CONSIDERATION FOR EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

Pursuant to section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Audit and Risk Committee orders 
that all members of the public, except the Mayor, Councillor P Jenner, Independent Members, P 
Duka, A Brown,  B Johnson and Council Officers, S Philpott, B Cernovskis, J Fetherstonhaugh, K 
Rolton and A Pasquazzi be excluded from attendance at the meeting for the receipt and 
consideration in confidence of Agenda Item 7.1 AR24/43578 Legal/Litigation Cost/Liability (Risk) 
Exposure. 

The Audit and Risk Committee is satisfied that, pursuant to section 90(3) (a), (b), (d), (f), (g), (h) 
and (i) of the Act, the information to be received, discussed or considered in relation to the Agenda 
Item is: 

• information the disclosure of which would involve the unreasonable disclosure of 
information concerning the personal affairs of any person (living or dead) 

• information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to confer a 
commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is  

­ conducting business; or  

­ proposing to conduct business; or  

­ to prejudice the commercial position of the Council 

• commercial information of a confidential nature (not being a trade secret) the 
disclosure of which could reasonably be expected:  

­ to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied the information, 
or  

­ to confer a commercial advantage on a third party 

• information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to prejudice the 
maintenance of law, including by affecting (or potentially affecting) the:  

­ prevention, detection, or investigation of a criminal offence, or  

­ the right to a fair trial 

• information concerning matters that must be considered in confidence in order to 
ensure that the Council does not:  

­ breach any law, order or direction of a court or tribunal constituted by law,  

­ breach any duty of confidence, or  

­ breach any other legal obligation or duty 

• legal advice 

• information relating to:  
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­ actual litigation, or  

­ litigation that the Council or Council committee believes on reasonable grounds 
will take place,  

­ involving the Council or an employee of the Council 

 
The Audit and Risk Committee is satisfied that the principle that the meeting be conducted in a 
place open to the public has been outweighed in the circumstances because the information to be 
considered relates to litigation that has commenced and has been provided to Council on a strictly 
confidential basis. 

CARRIED 

 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Jenner 
Seconded: Alexander Brown 

CONSIDERATION FOR KEEPING ITEMS CONFIDENTIAL 

1. In accordance with Sections 91(7) and 91(9) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Council 
orders that the report 7.1 AR24/43578 Legal/Litigation Cost/Liability (Risk) Exposure and its 
attachments, resolution/s and minutes arising from the report, having been considered by 
the Council in confidence under Section 90(2) & (3) (a), (b), (d), (f), (g), (h) and (i) be kept 
confidential and not available for public inspection until further ordered by Council or 
released in part or full by the Chief Executive Officer under delegation, to be reviewed 
annually. 

2. Further that Council delegates the power to review, revoke, but not extend the confidential 
order to the Chief Executive Officer in accordance with the provisions of Section 91(9)(c) of 
the Local Government Act 1999. 

CARRIED 

 

8 MEETING CLOSE 

 

The Meeting closed at 6:58 pm. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Audit and Risk Committee held on . 

 

................................................... 

PRESIDING MEMBER
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Amended Attachment 1- Item 5.4 - Quarterly Internal Audit Update Report 
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